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NMRG History and Statistics

First inofficial meeting in Lausanne November 1998
Formally approved by the IAB in March 1999
17 meetings at various places since formation
Produced four NMRG RFCs

Involved In 15 other publications by NMRG members
Spring-off activities

o Editorial activities

o Research projects

Currently ~ 100 subscriptions on the mailing list
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NMRG Business M odel

e Collaboration and discussion forum
e Bridging gaps between academia, industries, operators,
standards developing organizations (SDOs), ...
o Improve mutual understanding
o Participation of people from different SDOs to
exchange viewpoints (ITU, CIM, W3C, IETF)
* Interactive meetings
o usually co-located with other events
o hosted by a supporting institution (low cost)
o originally intensive discussions of a given subject

o moved towards presentations followed by intensive
detailed discussions
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Finished NMRG Projects

e Terminology
° Information Models vs. Data Models (RFC 3444)

e SNMP Evolution
o TCP transport mapping (RFC 3430)
o Compression (OID delta compression)
o Protocol operations (Get Range PDU)

e SMI Evolution
o SMIng (RFC 3780, RFC 3781)

— SMI evolution moved to the IETF and back to the NMRG

—> SNMP compression / operations documents were never
completed and have expired

slides.tex — NMRG Status Report '2004 — Jurgen Schonwalder — 9/11/2004 — 18:18 —p. 4


http://www.eecs.iu-bremen.de/

Ongoing NMRG Projects

* Web Services for Management
o Performance impact and comparison to SNMP
o How to use Web Services for management?
o Specification and interaction translation

e Understanding Management Interactions
o Static analysis of MIB modules
o Analysis of management agent behavior
o Collecting traces of management interactions
o Definition of common benchmarks
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NMRG Experiences

Bridging cultural differences between engineering and
research is a non-trivial undertaking

Interaction with people from other backgrounds (SDOs)
takes quite some time but is extremely worthwhile

IRTF / IETF relationship and the perception of each
other is (at least related to network management) an
ISsue

Driving projects to completion is sometimes difficult

Establishment of a network of people who know each
other well enough to communicate efficiently is probably
the main product of the NMRG

slides.tex — NMRG Status Report '2004 — Jurgen Schonwalder — 9/11/2004 — 18:18 —p. 6


http://www.eecs.iu-bremen.de/

General IRTF Consider ations

a) The IRTF needs to improve communication and
awareness between research groups

b) The IRTF needs to improve its visibility in the research
world

c) The Interface between the IETF and the IRTF needs
consideration

d) The IRTF needs to develop mechanisms to measure
the success/impact of research groups
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